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Support for Community Sport 

Yvonne Birnie (individual) 

1. What is being done to support volunteers in community sport? 
 
Local Sports Council provides advice and funding for some level 1 
courses for volunteers.  There is a new Community Sports Hub being 
formed in Aviemore but not sure how much help this will be to 
volunteers. 
 

2. What are the barriers facing volunteers? 
 
Time is a major factor as most people work and have less time to 
volunteer.  Cost of volunteering is now expensive, especially in the 
Highlands as travel to facilities is a major cost.  Lack of good quality 
facilities within easy reach. 
 

3. What examples are there of good practice to encourage and 
maintain volunteers in community sport? 
 
Local Sports Council encourages sport and have volunteer awards 
each year. 
 

4. How can the contribution of local sports clubs be quantified for: 
(i) the preventative health agenda and (ii) communities? 
 
I am not sure how Sports Clubs can help keep numbers of those 
leading a healthy lifestyle except that from their membership lists you 
can see ages of those who participate in sport.  Perhaps this is a job of 
the Health Centres. 
 

5. What role does, or should, Community Sports Hubs play in 
encouraging sport in local communities? 
 
There is a new Community Sports Hub being formed at present in 
Aviemore and I think the way it can help clubs would be to offer 
administration support for the volunteers, advice on finding financial 
support when necessary, help in sharing equipment and facilities.  
Aviemore does not have a great deal of facilities even with the new 
school so help with a project to build indoor facilities is very much 
needed and would be very appreciated. 
 

6. Given reducing public expenditure, what examples of innovative 
joint working between clubs and public bodies exist to make the 
most out of funding? 
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The relationship with Badenoch and Strathspey Council and the local 
Sports Council is a good example of working together to further the 
needs of Sports Clubs and Sports people. 
 

7. What are the three most important issues regarding sporting 
facilities at a local level? 
 
Lack of facilities within easy reach, cost of travel to the facilities which 
are available miles away, unavailability of transport for children to 
reach these centres, so it is only families with cars who can participate. 

 

Yvonne Birnie (individual) 
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